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struggle on the continent, should now join in the
fight, if only for the sake of shaking off the courtly
chains he was wearing. " If the Earl of Oxford's
arrogance and insolence have awakened you from
your sleep, he will have wronged you less than they
who have been so indulgent to you," Languet had
written on the I4th of November, 1579, an^ ^le had
urged Sidney to follow this awakening by enlist-
ment in the service of the Prince of Orange. " If
your absence from home is not inconvenient to your
noble father and your other kin, I think you ought
to come. You will gain experience and information,
and will return to them in such high repute that they
will be glad of your absence and proud of what you
have done."

Instead of crossing the Channel, Sidney went to
Wilton and its neighbourhood, to find in the company
of his sister relief from the annoyance to which he
had been exposed as a wearer of court livery who
deemed it his duty to instruct as well as to obey
Queen Elizabeth, and to make progress in the
literary pursuits that were always pleasant to him.
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